
AP Chemistry                                                                                                                    Mrs. Kitchener 

Lab Notebook Format 
 

General Format 
 

1. Use a quadrille-lined notebook with pages fastened in place. 
2. Write your name and class on the front cover and inside the front cover. 
3. All entries in your notebook should be made in ink, preferably black. 
4. Use only the right-hand pages of the notebook.  Preliminary notes or graphs may be written on 

the left page but will not be graded.  Note that you may choose to use the left-hand pages 
instead of the right if you are left-handed. 

5. Number all pages in the upper right corner. 
6. Save the first two pages for a Table of Contents.  Keep the Table of Contents current. 
7. DO NOT ERASE or use white out.  Put a neat line through any errors and continue. 

 
Lab Report Format 
 
Include the following information: 
 

1. Title.   
This should be descriptive (not Experiment 3). 

2. Date. 
The date you performed the experiment. 

3. Purpose. 
A brief statement of what you are attempting to do (usually one sentence). 

4. Procedure. 
A description of the method used.  Do not make this too lengthy and detailed but make it so 
that another chemist could understand what you did.  Include diagrams of any complex 
equipment set-ups. 

5. Data. 
Record all of your data directly onto the right pages of your lab notebook.  Put it in a neat 
orderly format.  Label all units and use correct significant digits for measurements.  Make sure 
this section is well organized and easily readable – use tables, underlining etc. 

6. Calculations and Graphs. 
Show how the calculations are done.  Include any formulas used and how your values are 
substituted into them.  Give the calculated values.  If graphs are included, make sure that they 
are appropriately sized, neatly drawn, have labeled axes, and a suitable title.  USE A RULER. 

7. Conclusions. 
Make a simple statement about what can be concluded from the experiment. 

8. Discussion. 
Discuss the theory or chemistry concepts demonstrated in this experiment.  Say what the 
calculations showed, whether the purpose was fulfilled, and why the experiment did (or did 
not) work. 

9. Experimental Sources of Error. 
Give sources of error that are specific to this experiment and this procedure.  Do NOT talk 
about general errors such as poor measurements, calculation mistakes, and rounding.  DO 
talk about how specific errors would have affected calculated values and say which 
measurement was the least precise.  DO calculate percent deviation or percent error if 
appropriate. 

10. Questions. 
Answer any questions included in the lab directions. 


